Taking a stock of my first 100 days-Samson Ngutwa (2010-2011) University of California Davis, California
Each child is an adventure into a better life….an opportunity to change the old pattern and make it new-----Hubert H .Humphrey 
If I may reminisce, it all started with receiving a call from my local embassy on a one wintry afternoon of July, 2009. Typical of most business calls, the conversation was very brief just to relay the message that I had been shortlisted for interviews for the prestigious Hubert H. Humphrey Fellowship Program (2010-2011). If I may further recall, the notice was not even adequate. Hence I received the invitation with the usual mixed feelings. On the one hand, the sheer prospect of studying at an American University was surreal to say the least. On the other hand, I was also apprehensive because I had no inkling whatsoever as to what such interview would entail.

What happened after the interviews can best be summarized in two words- incredulity and uncertainty.  I felt a sense of incredulity because I did not believe that I had surmounted the first hurdle of the process.  But there was a lot of uncertainty because, as I came to discover, this was actually the beginning of a tedious vetting process that lasted more than seven months.
Then the day of reckoning came- paradoxically much earlier than I anticipated. I almost gave it up. The mere thought of leaving home and my family for ten months did not appeal much to me. In part, the usual fear of the unknown. However, what bothered me most what the question on what I would be studying in the United States of America. With hindsight, I guess I messed up completely when responding to this question. Deep down my heart, I equally wondered whether it was worthwhile for me to spend almost a year abroad without recognition of some kind. My doubts were thus discernable.
But that is exactly how opportunities are missed in life. As a matter of fact Thomas Edison, a famous American inventor, scientist and businessman correctly observed that “opportunity is missed by most people because it is {often} dressed in overalls and looks like work” (1847-1931). This also reverberated to me only that I thought I would lack motivation to engage into an extra gear especially with a flexible program like this. It was an entirely new concept which should not come as a surprise given my academic and work background. I had to quickly change my mindset. I thought I had invested so much effort already to let the opportunity go like that. Whether disguised or not, this once in a life time opportunity of studying in the US was never to be missed. 
Slightly over three months on, I can confidently say that this was a lifeline that had indeed to be seized without hesitation. My Humphrey year, within the first 100 days, has been incredible and full of promise. Firstly, Davis is a multicultural city and adjusting has never been difficult for me. Secondly, I have enjoyed the privilege of studying at the University of California Davis alias UC Davis which ranks highly among the universities in the USA. UC Davis is equipped with quality teaching and academic resources and facilities that any student would want. Thirdly, there have been the weekly seminars, workshops, summits, social functions and unending field trips and volunteering opportunities. The Program Coordinators have also been very supportive and open to any questions. Indeed it has been home away from home. Furthermore, I have enjoyed overwhelming support from my host family which has afforded me the opportunity to learn about the American culture and lifestyle in an informal setting whilst sharing a meal or taking countless trips to the countryside.  And the G13 itself (as we normally call ourselves to reflect our  thirteen different countries) has taught me a great deal about cultures and nationalities. Undeniably, all these numerous milestones, exposure, networks and experiences have not only been quite phenomenal but have also proved to me that good things sometimes come in small packages. I have already learnt it all and have had the opportunity to meet many wonderful people from virtually across the globe. I thus feel very lucky to experience this invaluable opportunity. 
With all these exploits, it is not surprising that only a couple of weeks into my epic journey, I am being challenged to step up and try new things in line with what Hubert Humphrey lived and stood for. I realize it is high time I started thinking beyond my fellowship year if I am to stand the test which Hubert Humphrey set for us i.e. “not to march alone but march in such a way that others will wish to join us”. Indeed, as Hubert Humphrey  also observed, “true statesmanship is not rigid adherence to the past but a prudent and probing concern for the future.” The future suddenly looks bright given the life long friendships that I have cultivated already and will continue to make in the course of the year. My immediate conclusion is that it can never get better than this!


